Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 14th November, 1977 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
7th November, 1977.
To; Members of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee
(Messrs. T, A. F. Barnes; T. A. Blackledge;
F. Burgess? J. M. Croft? B. Downs;
E. P. Ecroyd; T. M. Farrer; J. H. Fell;
W. F. Hobson; R. D. Houghton; P. W. Jennings;
Wm. McKenna; R, A. Parkin; L, B, Williams; .
Mrs, D. Wilson; G. Wilson; and the Chairman 
of the Authority (P. J. Liddell); and the 
Vice Chairman of the Authority (J. A. Foster)
(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE Will 
be held at 2.15 p.m. on MONDAY, 14TH NOVEMBER, 1977, in the BOARD 
ROOM at DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the 
following business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Appointment of Chairman.
2. Apologies for Absence.
3. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
4 . Proceedings of Local Fisheries Advisory committees.
A. South and West Cumberland - 17th October, 1977.
B. Eden and District - 18th October, 1977. 
[Recommendation in Minute No. 5:-
Fisheries Income and Expenditure]
(To be considered under Item No. 6 of the Agenda.)
C. S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  -  1 9 th  O c to b e r , 1977.
[Recom m endations i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  M inu tes
4 . F i s h e r i e s  Income and  E x p e n d itu re  
(To be  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  I te m  No. 6 
o f  th e  Agenda)
5. W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r s  O pening o f  
P u b l ic  Day T ic k e t  F is h e r y
(To be c o n s id e r e d  u n d e r I tem  No. 7 
o f  t h e  Agenda)
8 . (7) R e p o rt by A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  
on F i s h e r i e s  A c t i v i t i e s  -  
R a d io a c t iv e  D is c h a rg e s  and F is h e r y  
I n t e r e s t s ]
D. L une, Wyre and F u rn e s s  -  2 4 th  O c to b e r , 1977
[Recom m endation in  M inu te  No. 4 : -  
F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re ]
(To be  c o n s id e r e d  u n d e r  Item  No. 6 o f  th e  
A g e n d a .)
E. Meirsey and W eaver -  2 6 th  O c to b e r , 1977
[Recom m endation in  M inu te  No. 7 : -  
F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re ]
(To b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  Item  No. 6 o f  th e  
A g e n d a .)
5. M em bership o f  C om m ittee.
6 . F i s h e r i e s  Incom e and E x p e n d i tu re .
7 . W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r s ,  O pening  o f  P u b l ic  Day T i c k e t  F i s h e r y .
8 . C a s t l e  C a rro c k  R e s e rv o i r  -  P o s s ib l e  A ccess  o f  P u b l ic  f o r  
A n g lin g .
9 . Any O th e r  B u s in e s s .
NOTE: Lunch w i l l  be  s e rv e d  i n  t h e  M embers' D in in g  Room 
a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 .0 0  p .m . The Menu f o r  t h e  day  
i s  e n c lo s e d  and members a t t e n d in g  f o r  lu n c h  a r e  
a s k e d  to  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  c h o ic e  o f  m ain c o u rs e  to  
t h e  o f f i c e r  on d u ty  n e a r  th e  M embers' R e t i r i n g  
Room.
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
17TH OCTOBER, 1977
S. G* P a y n e , E sq .
G ., B. S edgew ick , E sq .
G. N. F. W in g a te , E sq .
E. Young, E sq .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. W. F. Hobson be a p p o in te d  
C hairm an o f  th e  S o u th  and W est C um berland 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  
e n s u in g  'A u th o r i t y  Y e a r ' .
(W. F. HOBSON, ESQ ., CHAIRMAN)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere, r e c e iv e d  
from  Mr. E... H. F lem ing  S m ith , Mr. P . J .  L id d e l l  and 
Mr. R. J .  W. S la c k .
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 2 8 th  J u n e , 1977 , be 
a p p ro v ed  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an.
4 . APPOINTMENT OF MR. A. GLEADEN.
The C hairm an w elcom ed Mr. A. G le a d e n  t o  h i s  f i r s t  m ee tin g  
o f  th e  C om m ittee h a v in g  b een  n o m in a ted  by th e  S o u th  and W est 
C um berland F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  a s  s u c c e s s o r  to  Mr. A. C. M athews,
5. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A r e p o r t  was s u b m it te d  w h ich  in c lu d e d  th e  recom m endations 
o f  an  O f f i c e r s  W orking P a r ty  on th e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
be tw een  incom e and e x p e n d i tu re  on f i s h e r i e s  and recom m endations 
a s  t o  f u tu r e  p o l i c y .
On 1 3 th  S e p tem b e r, 1977, t h i s  r e p o r t  had  been  s u b m it te d  t o  
th e  F in a n c e  and P e r s o n n e l  Sub-C om m ittee who had recommended th e  
a p p ro v a l  ,o f  recom m endation  10 (a) o f  th e  r e p o r t  bu t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
p r o p o s a l s  in  1 0 ( b ) , ( c ) , (d) and (e) be  s u b m it te d  t o  th e  R e g io n a l 
and L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees f o r  t h e i r  comments and 
o b s e r v a t io n s  b e f o r e  t a k in g  any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n .
P r e s e n t :  F . B u n tin g , E sq . ’
A. G le a d en , E sq .
W. F. H obson, E sq . 
J .  M. Mawson, E sq .
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RESOLVED:
That to enable the Committee to have 
further time for the consideration of this 
item a special meeting be convened for this • 
purpose on 9th November, 1977.
6. RIVER MARRON - LOSTRIGG BECK, '
OUTGANG OPEN CAST COAL SITE
Arising out of a request from a member of the Committee, 
a report was submitted on the question of discharges to, and 
monitoring of, the River Marron in connection with open cast coal 
workings in the area.
The Manager of the Rivers Division informed the Committee 
that currently, regular site inspections were being made and 
that the Authority's Clerk of Works was keeping a watch on the 
situation.
Members were requested to bring any future instances 
involving pollution to the immediate notice of the officers.
7. FISHERIES PROSECUTIONS
It was reported that in accordance with a request of the 
Regional Committee expressed at the meeting held on 18th July, 
1977 (Minute No. 5(A)(2)),the Director of Administration was 
currently carrying out an investigation into the administrative 
procedures in connection with the institution of proceedings in 
fishery cases.
The Committee would be advised of the outcome of these 
investigations at a future meeting.
8. ESKETT QUARRIES
A report was submitted detailing the current situation in 
relation to possible developments of the Eskett Quarries and 
the likely effect of such development upon the River Ehen at 
Frizington.
RESOLVED:
That the officers submit a further report 
on the current state of the consultations between 
the Cumbria County Council and the Authority, to 
the next ordinary meeting of the Committee.
9. POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT OF RIVERS WAVER 
AND WAMPOOL AS A SEA TROUT FISHERY
As requested by the Committee at the meeting on 27th June, 
1977 (Minute No. 29) a report was submitted concerning the 
possible development of the Rivers Waver and Wampool as a sea 
trout fishery.
I t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  a s  t h e s e  r i v e r s  came w h o lly  w i th in  
t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  Eden and D i s t r i c t  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee 
th e  r e p o r t  was a l s o  b e in g  s u b m it te d  to  t h a t  C om m ittee f o r  
comment.
The M anager o f  th e  R iv e r s  D iv is io n  com m enting on th e  
r e p o r t  e x p re s s e d  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  su rv e y  had p ro v e d  to  
be a  u s e f u l  e x e r c i s e  and p ro p o se d  t h a t  s u rv e y s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  
n a tu r e  m ig h t be  u n d e r ta k e n  i n  th e  f u tu r e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  o th e r  
w a te r s  w i th in  th e  a r e a ,  i f  and when th e  n eed  a r o s e .
10 . REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES
OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n te d  h i s  r e p o r t  on f i s h e r i e s  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  s in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C om m ittee.
D is c u s s io n  to o k  p la c e  on th e  fo llo w in g  m a t te r s :
( ! )  R iv e r s  and F is h in g  -  G e n e ra l
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  commented t h a t  f i s h i n g  
had  in c r e a s e d  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  m onth and t h a t  t h e r e  had 
b een  some v e ry  good c a tc h e s  i n  m ost r i v e r s .
(2) Law E n fo rc e m e n t.
(3) S u rv e y s .
(4) R iv e r  Im provem ent W orks.
(5) B ra n th w a ite  W eir F i s h  P a s s .
(6) P o l l u t i o n / F i s h  K i l l s .
(7) H olm w rangle H a tc h e ry .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t  b e  r e c e iv e d  and a p p ro v e d .
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18TH OCTOBER, 1977
P r e s e n t :  A, E, I .  B e l l ,  E sq . B. I r v i n g ,  E sq .
E. C ave, E sq . J .  S. M a rs h a l l ,  E sq .
T. C o u s in s , E sq . R. K. N ic h o ls o n , E sq .
L. H eyw orth , E sq . D r. I .  J .  F a u lk n e r
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. E. P . E croyd  be  a p p o in te d  
C hairm an o f  th e  Eden>and D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r i e s  
; A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  e n s u in g  'A u th o r i ty  
Y e a r ' .
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING 
RESOLVED:
T h a t in  th e  a b se n c e  o f  Mr. E. P . E c ro y d ,
Mr, R. K. N ic h o lso n  b e  a p p o in te d  C hairm an f o r  
t h i s  m e e tin g .
(R. K. NICHOLSON, ESQ. CHAIRMAN)
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. E. P . E c ro y d , Mr. E. H. F lem ing  S m ith , Mr. P . J .  L id d e l l  
and Mr. Wm. McKenna.
4 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t  th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 2 8 th  J u n e , 1977 , be 
ap p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an .
5 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  a r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  by a  W orking 
P a r ty  o f  o f f i c e r s  s e t  up t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
b e tw een  incom e and e x p e n d i tu re  on f i s h e r i e s  and make recommenda­
t i o n s  a s  t o  f u t u r e  p o l i c y .
The r e p o r t  and  recom m endations  h ad  been  d i s c u s s e d  by th e  
F in a n c e  and P e r s o n n e l  Sub-C om m ittee  on 1 3 th  S ep tem b er, 1977 , 
(M inute  No. 6 3 ) ,  who had a p p ro v ed  recom m endation  1 0 (a )  b u t  had 
i n  t u r n  recom mended t h a t  a l l  th e  p r o p o s a l s  c o n ta in e d  in  recom ­
m en d a tio n s  1 0 ( b ) ,  ( c ) , (d) and (e) b e  s u b m it te d  to  t h e  R e g io n a l 
and  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees f o r  t h e i r  comments and  
o b s e r v a t io n s  b e f o r e  t a k in g  any f u r t h e r  d e c is io n .
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A full discussion of the Working Party's recommendations 
took place, after which the Committee
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the recommendations of the Working 
Party contained in paragraph 10(b), (c), (d) 
and (e) of the report be approved;
(2) That the proposed increases in licence 
duties for rods be applied similarly to 
nets and fixed engines.
6. POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT OF RIVERS WAVER AND 
WAMPOOL AS A SEA TROUT FISHERY
A report was submitted which dealt with the possible 
development of the Rivers Waver and Wampool as a sea trout 
fishery.
Introducing the report, the Manager of the Rivers Division 
explained that although it had been compiled at the request pf 
the South and West Cumberland Advisory Committee at the meeting 
held on 27th July, 1977, (Minute No. 29), it was submitted for 
consideration by this Committee as the rivers in question were 
wholly within its area. He felt that the survey had proved to 
be a useful exercise and proposed that surveys, of a similar 
nature might be undertaken in the future in respect of other 
waters within the area, if and when the need arose.
The Committee expressed appreciation of the efforts of the 
officers concerned in the compilation of the report and
RESOLVED:
That the report be approved.
7. RIVER EDEN DRAFT NETS
The Committee were informed of the present state of discus­
sions between the officers and the draft net's owner and that 
additional information was required from the owner to enable 
further progress to be made.
A further report would be prepared for the Committee after 
this additional information became available.
8. REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee,
D is c u s s io n  to o k  p l a c e  on th e  f o l lo w in g  m a t t e r s :
(1) R iv e r  C o n d it io n s  and F i s h in g ,  G e n e ra l .
The A rea F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r s  commented t h a t  s in c e  
th e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  many m ore f i s h  had  come i n t o  
th e  B o rd e r  Esk and  th e  R iv e r  Eden and t h a t  c a tc h e s  had  
in c r e a s e d ,
(2) U l l s w a te r ,  S c h e l l i e s .
(3) P o l l u t i o n s / F i s h  K i l l s .
(4) B a i l i f f  A c t i v i t i e s ,  M is c e lla n e o u s .
(5) R e s to c k in g .
(6) H olm w rangle H a tc h e ry .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t  be  r e c e iv e d  and  a p p ro v e d .
NETTING ON THE SOLWAY FIRTH
The C om m ittee r e c e iv e d  a  r e p o r t  d e t a i l i n g  th e  c u r r e n t  l e g a l  
p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  d i s p u te  b e tw een  th e  A u th o r i ty  and 
th e  A nnandale  and E s k d a le  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il .
The D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il  w ere s t i l l  c o n t in u in g  w ith  t h e i r  
a c t i o n  f o r  a  D e c la r a t i o n  t h a t  th e  w hole o f  th e  C h a r te r  A rea  
was S c o t t i s h  T e r r i t o r y  and f o r  a  p e rm an en t I n ju n c t io n  t o  r e s t r a i n  
th e  A u th o r i ty  from  e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  f i s h e r y  pow ers i n  t h e  fo rm er 
Annan Borough C h a r te r  A re a . However a s  lo n g  a s  th e  m ain  c h a n n e l 
rem a in ed  o u t s i d e  th e  C h a r te r  A rea  i t  was c o n s id e re d  t h a t  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  sh o u ld  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  in  h a v in g  th e  c a s e  d is m is s e d .
The h e a r in g  was e x p e c te d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  th e  New Y ear, 
a f t e r  w hich  a  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  w ould be  made t o  th e  C om m ittee.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
19TH OCTOBER, 1977
P r e s e n t :  T .A .F . B a rn e s , E sq . R .D . H oughton, E sq .
T .A . B la c k le d g e , E sq . J .  Jo h n so n , E sq .
D r. R .B . B rough ton  P r o f .  W.E. Kershaw
R.H. W isem an, E sq .
1 . . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. R .D . H oughton be  a p p o in te d  
C hairm an o f  th e  S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  e n s u in g  'A u th o r i ty  
Y e a r ' .
(R.D. HOUGHTON, ESQ ., CHAIRMAN)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere 
r e c e iv e d  from  Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l .
3 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u tes  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  
o f  th e  Com m ittee h e ld  on  3 0 th  M arch, 1977, be  
ap p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and  s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an.
4 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  a  r e p o r t  p r e p a re d  by  a  W orking 
P a r ty  o f  o f f i c e r s  s e t  up t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  g e n e ra l  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip s  b e tw een  incom e and  e x p e n d i tu r e  on  f i s h e r i e s  and make 
recom m endations  as  t o  f u t u r e  p o l i c y .
The r e p o r t  and  recom m endations h ad  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  by th e  
F in a n c e  an d  P e r s o n n e l  Sub-C om m ittee  on  1 3 th  S e p tem b e r, 1977 , 
(M inute No. 63) who h ad  a p p ro v e d  recom m endation  1 0 (a )  b u t  had  
i n  t u r n  recom m ended t h a t  a l l  th e  p r o p o s a ls  c o n ta in e d  i n  
recom m endations 1 0 ( b ) ,  ( c ) , (d) and  (e) be  s u b m it te d  to  th e  
R e g io n a l and L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees f o r  t h e i r  
comments and  o b s e r v a t io n s  b e f o r e  t a k in g  any f u r t h e r  d e c i s i o n .
A f u l l  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  W orking P a r t y 's  recom m endations 
to o k  p la c e  a f t e r  w h ich  th e  C om m ittee
RESOLVED:
I n  r e l a t i o n  to  recom m enda tion  1 0 ( b ) ( v ) :
T h a t t h i s  recom m endation  b e  n o te d , 
and  t h a t  members su b m it th e s e  p r o p o s a ls  to  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  A s s o c ia t io n s  f o r  comments 
an d  t h a t  any su ch  comments be s u b m it te d  
d i r e c t  to  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
C om m ittee on 1 4 th  Novem ber.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) T h a t th e  recom m endations  num bered 10 (b ) ( i ) ,
( i i ) ,  ( iv )  o f  th e  r e p o r t  be  a p p ro v e d .
(2) In  r e l a t i o n  to  recom m endation  1 0 (b ) ( i i i ) :
T hat th e  se v en  day ro d  l i c e n c e  be 
r e t a i n e d .
(3) In  r e l a t i o n  t o  recom m endation  1 0 ( c ) :
T h a t i t  i s  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee  
t h a t  a n y th in g  o f  t h i s  n a tu r e  s h o u ld  b e  o p p o sed .
(4) I n  r e l a t i o n  to  recom m endations  1 0 (d ) and  ( e ) :
T h a t i t  w ould  be  i n e q u i t a b l e  to  a p p o r t io n  
t h e  w hole  c o s t  o f  e n fo rc e m e n t a g a in s t  f i s h e r y  
rev e n u e  on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  h a s  a 
s t a t u t o r y  d u ty  to  e n fo r c e  i t s  b y e law s an d  th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  Salm on and  F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  
A c t ,  w hich  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p a r t  o f  i t s  d u t i e s  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  m a in te n a n c e , im provem ent and 
d ev e lo p m en t o f  f i s h e r i e s .
(5) T h a t in  an a t te m p t  t o  make M itto n  F i s h e r i e s  
c o m m e rc ia lly  v i a b l e  so  t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  b a i l i f f i n g  
i n  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  a r e a  ca n  be  c o v e re d  by incom e, 
th e  p r i c e  o f  day t i c k e t s  be re v ie w e d .
5. WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS, OPENING OF PUBLIC DAY 
TICKET FISHERY
The Com m ittee c o n s id e r e d  a  r e p o r t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  o p e n in g  
i n  O c to b e r  o f  t h i s  y e a r  o f  th e  W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r s  a s  a 
c o a r s e  f i s h e r y .
I n  t h e  v iew  o f  th e  C om m ittee  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  
i n  f o r c e  w ere i n o r d i n a t e l y  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
R e g u la t io n  No. 3 w h ich  p la c e d  a  t o t a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  on th e  c o a rs e  
f i s h i n g  te c h n iq u e s  o f  lo o s e  f e e d in g  by p l e a s u r e  a n g le r s  and 
a  p a r t i a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  on th e  u se  o f  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  by a n g le r s  
f i s h i n g  o r g a n is e d  m a tc h e s .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t t h i s  C om m ittee v iew s w ith  g r e a t  
c o n c e rn  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w h ich  have  b e e n  
f o rm u la te d  f o r  W o rth in g to n  R e s e rv o i r s  and
r e q u e s t s  th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  rev ie w  th e
r e s t r i c t i o n s  im posed  i n  v iew  o f  th e
A u t h o r i t y 's  d e c la r e d  i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e v e lo p
th e  r e s e r v o i r s  a s  a  c o a r s e  f i s h e r y .
6 . COARSE PISH REPRESENTATION ON THE COMMITTEE
•
I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t  th e  m e e tin g  on 1 8 th  J u l y ,  1977 , 
th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee i n c r e a s e d  th e  m em bership  o f  t h i s  
C om m ittee to  p r o v id e  f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c o a r s e  
f i s h  i n t e r e s t s .
A t th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  C om m ittee Mr. B la c k le d g e  u n d e r to o k  
to  c a r r y  o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i th  th e  L a n c a s h ire  F i s h e r i e s  
A s s o c ia t io n  w ith  a  v iew  to  s e e k in g  n o m in a tio n s  f o r  t h i s  v a c a n c y .
7 . POLLUTION OF STOCK BECK
As r e q u e s te d  by a  Member o f  th e  C om m ittee a  r e p o r t  was 
s u b m it te d  on  th e  p o l l u t i o n  o f  S to c k  Beck and  th e  d is c h a r g e  from  
th e  B a rn o ld sw ic k  Sewage T re a tm e n t W orks.
When m ore b i o l o g i c a l  and c h e m ic a l a n a l y t i c a l  d a ta  becam e 
a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  was p ro p o se d  to  p r e p a r e  a  m ore d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  on 
th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  B a rn o ld sw ic k  Works on S to c k  Beck and  i n  t u r n  
i t s  e f f e c t  upon th e  R iv e r  R ib b le .
8 . REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n te d  h i s  r e p o r t  on 
f i s h e r i e s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  s in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee .
D is c u s s io n  to o k  p l a c e  on th e  f o l lo w in g  m a t t e r s .
(1) F is h  Movement and  A n g lin g .
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  commented 
t h a t  th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  
salm on  was a s  s e t  o u t  i n  th e  r e p o r t .  T h e re  
had  how ever b e e n  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  s to c k s  o f  
s e a  t r o u t  p r e s e n t  i n  r i v e r s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  
s in c e  th e  tim e  o f  w r i t i n g  i n  S ep tem b er.
(2) F is h  P a s s in g  th ro u g h  C o u n tin g  S t a t i o n s  from  
J a n u a ry  t o  A u g u s t 1977.
( i )  Waddow W eir
A f u r t h e r  396 f i s h  h ad  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  
th e  c o u n tin g  s t a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  m onth o f  
S e p tem b e r. To d a te  a t o t a l  o f  967 f i s h  
h ad  b e e n  r e g i s t e r e d .
( i i )  W inck ley  H a ll
A t o t a l  o f  347 f i s h  h a d  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  
th e  c o u n tin g  s t a t i o n  to  d a t e .  T h e re  
w ere  s t i l l  some d o u b ts  a s  t o  th e  
a c c u ra c y  o f  t h e  f i s h  c o u n te r  and  i n v e s t i ­
g a t io n s  i n t o  t h i s  m a t te r  w ere  c o n t in u in g .
( i i i ) Locks W eir
A f u r t h e r  112 f i s h  h a d  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  
th e  c o u n tin g  s t a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  m onth 
o f  S ep tem b er. To d a te  a  t o t a l  o f  297 
f i s h  h ad  b een  r e g i s t e r e d .
(3) P o a c h in g .
(4) L a n g c l i f f e  H a tc h e ry .
(5) F is h  M o r t a l i t i e s .
(6) I n t r o d u c t io n s  and T r a n s f e r  o f  C o a rse  F i s h .
(7) R a d io a c t iv e  D is c h a rg e s  and  F is h e r y  I n t e r e s t s .
The C om m ittee w ere  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  
sam p lin g  a rra n g e m e n ts  a l r e a d y  i n  e x is t e n c e  s h o u ld  
be c o n tin u e d  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  p e r i o d  o f  t im e .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t  b e  r e c e iv e d  and 
a p p ro v e d .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  a t  p r e s e n t  
i n  o p e r a t io n  f o r  th e  R a d io b io lo g ic a l  
L a b o ra to ry  a t  L o w e s to f t  t o  a n a ly s e  
sam p le  f i s h  from  r i v e r s  i n  L a n c a s h ire  
and  C um bria b e  c o n tin u e d  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  
p e r i o d  o f  two y e a r s .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER, 1977
P r e s e n t :  J .M . C r o f t ,  E sq . J .H .  F e l l ,  E sq .
R.A . C h a l le n o r ,  E sq . A .L . H a r r i s ,  E sq .
J .  T a y lo r ,  E sq .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. J .M . C r o f t  b e  a p p o in te d  
C hairm an o f  th e  Lune, Wyre an d  F u rn e ss  
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  
e n s u in g  'A u th o r i t y  Y e a r '.
(J.M . CROFT, ESQ ., CHAIRMAN)
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  
from  Mr. R. B a r r a t t ,  M ajor N .J .  C la rk s o n  Webb, D r. J .V .  D yer, 
Mr. L. H i l l ,  Mr. P . J .  L id d e l l  and  Mr. G. W ilso n .
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M inu tes  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  
o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 4 th  J u l y ,  1977, be 
a p p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an.
4 . . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  a  r e p o r t  p r e p a re d  by a  W orking 
P a r ty  o f  o f f i c e r s  s e t  up t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e tw een  incom e and  e x p e n d i tu re  on f i s h e r i e s  and make 
recom m endations a s  to  f u tu r e  p o l i c y .
The r e p o r t  and recom m endations  h ad  b een  d i s c u s s e d  by  th e  
F in a n c e  and  P e r s o n n e l  Sub-C om m ittee  on 1 3 th  S e p tem b e r/ 1977 
(M inute No. 6 3 ) ,  who h a d  a p p ro v e d  recom m endation  1 0 (a )  b u t  
had  i n  t u r n  recom mended t h a t  a l l  th e  p r o p o s a ls  c o n ta in e d  i n  
recom m endations 1 0 ( b ) ,  ( c ) , (d) and  (e) be s u b m it te d  t o  th e  
R e g io n a l and  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees f o r  t h e i r  
comments and o b s e r v a t io n s  b e f o r e  t a k in g  any f u r t h e r  d e c is io n .
D u rin g  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  W orking P a r t y 's  reco m m en d a tio n s , 
t h e  C om m ittee e x p re s s e d  th e  v iew  t h a t  incom e from  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  
s h o u ld  n o t  go to  m ee t th e  c o s t s  o f  e n fo rc e m e n t a s  su c h  d u t i e s  
w ere  m ore i n  th e  n a tu r e  o f  p o l i c e  work th a n  o f  b a i l i f f i n g .
RESOLVED:
I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  recom m endation  10 ( c ) :
T h a t a s  t h e  C om m ittee a r e  u n a b le  t o  a g re e  
a t  t h i s  s ta g e  to  t h e  le v y in g  o f  f i s h e r y  c o n t r i ­
b u t io n s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  r e g io n  th e  outcom e o f  
f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y :  
o f  su ch  le v y  b e  a w a i te d  b e f o r e  p la c in g  on  r e c o r d  
t h e i r  f i n a l  recom m endations*
RECOMMENDED:
(1) T h a t a s  th e  A u th o r i ty  h a s  a  s t a t u t o r y  d u ty  u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  28 o f  th e  Salm on and  F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s
A c t 1975 to  ( i n t e r  a l i a )  m a in ta in  f i s h e r i e s  w h ich  m ust 
in c lu d e  a c t i o n  to  p r e v e n t  o r  r e s t r i c t  p o a c h in g  a c t i v i t e s  
(w hich i s  i n  i t s e l f  a c r im in a l  o f f e n c e ) , th e  C om m ittee 
c o n s id e r s  th e r e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  c a s e  f o r  L o c a l 
A u t h o r i t i e s  m aking a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to w a rd s  th e  c o s t  o f  
work t o  m eet t h i s  com m itm ent i n  th e  same way a s  th e  
c o s t  o f  th e  P o l i c e  F o rc e  i s  m et i n  p a r t  from  L o c a l 
A u th o r i ty  fu n d s . An a p p ro a c h  b e  made t h e r e f o r e  i n  th e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  q u a r t e r s .
(2) T h a t th e  recom m endations  num bered 10 (b) ( i i ) ,
( i v ) , (v) o f  th e  r e p o r t  b e  a p p ro v e d .
(3) I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  recom m endation  1 0 ( b ) ( 1 ) :
The recom m endation  b e  a p p ro v e d , s u b j e c t  
t o  th e  p r o v is o  t h a t  w i th  e f f e c t  from  
1 s t  J a n u a r y , 1979 , th e  p a r t  s e a s o n  sa lm on  l i c e n c e  
b e  d i s c o n t in u e d  and  a  f u l l  s e a s o n  salm on l i c e n c e  o n ly  
b e  made a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  £16 .
(4) In  r e l a t i o n  t o  recom m endation  10 ( b ) ( i i i ) :
The se v e n  day l i c e n c e  b e  d i s c o n t in u e d  i n  
f a v o u r  o f  a  14 day l i c e n c e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  £4 ; and  
t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  new 2 day l i c e n c e  b e  made 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  £2 .
(5) I n  r e l a t i o n  to  recom m endations (d) and  ( e ) :
A lth o u g h  th e  C om m ittee a r e  p r e p a r e d  to  a c c e p t  
th e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  l i c e n c e  f e e s  b e  i n c r e a s e d  w ith  
e f f e c t  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1979 , p r o p o s a ls  f o r  
f u r t h e r  a n n u a l i n c r e a s e s  i n  th e  c o s t  o f  l i c e n c e s  
b e  s u b m it te d  f o r  th e  a p p r a i s a l  and comments o f  th e  
L o c a l and R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 
b e f o r e  a c t i o n  to  im p lem en t su ch  p r o p o s a ls  be  
c a r r i e d  o u t .
(6) T h a t th e  p ro p o se d  in c r e a s e s  i n  l ic e n c e ,  
d u t i e s  f o r  ro d s  b e  a p p l i e d  s i m i l a r l y  to  n e t s  and 
f ix e d  e n g in e s .
5 . RIVER LEVEN DISCUSSION PAPER -  POSSIBLE REASONS 
FOR THE APPARENT DEPLETION OF FISH STOCKS
D is c u s s io n  to o k  p la c e  on a  P a p e r  p r e p a r e d  by  Mr. J .H . F e l l  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  p o s s ib l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  a p p a r e n t  d e p le t io n  o f  
f i s h  s to c k s  i n  th e  R iv e r  L even .
I n  v iew  o f  th e  c o m p le x ity  o f  th e  many i s s u e s  in v o lv e d  
i t  was
RESOLVED:
T h a t a  s m a ll  Sub-C om m ittee  o f  C om m ittee members 
be  fo rm ed  i n  o r d e r  to  c o n s id e r  f u l l y  th e  p o i n t s  
r a i s e d  i n  t h e  D is c u s s io n  P a p e r  and  t h a t  t h e i r  
c o n c lu s io n s  b e  r e p o r t e d  b ack  to  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  
 th e  C om m ittee .
6 .  GOOSANDERS AND MERGANSERS
 I t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  fo l lo w in g  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  h e ld  b e tw e en  
o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  D ep a rtm en t o f  th e  E n v iro n m en t and  th e  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee on th e  P r o t e c t io n  o f  B ir d s  f o r  E n g lan d  and W ales , th e  
D e p a rtm en t had  d e c id e d  n o t  to  i s s u e  l i c e n c e s  w h ich  w ould  have  
e n a b le d  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n s  to  s h o o t  e i t h e r  G oo san d ers  o r  
M erg an se rs  f o r  an  a n a ly s i s  t o  be made o f  t h e i r  s tom ach  c o n te n t s .
A c c o rd in g ly ,  and  i n  v iew  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t 's  u n fa v o u ra b le  
a t t i t u d e ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  s h o u ld  A s s o c ia t io n s  w ish  t o  p u rs u e  
th e  m a t te r  f u r t h e r ,  th e y  s h o u ld  c o n ta c t  th e  D ep a rtm en t d i r e c t .
7. FISHERY LIMITS ACT, 1976 -  NETTING
The C om m ittee r e c e iv e d  a r e p o r t  r e g a r d in g  n e t  l i c e n c e s  
a l l o c a t e d  u n d e r  th e  N e t L im i ta t io n  O rd e rs  a p p l i c a b l e  w i th in  
th e  A rea  o f  th e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee , t o g e th e r  w i th  in fo r m a t io n  
r e l a t i v e  to  th e  seaw ard  e x t e n t  o f  th e  f i s h e r y  pow ers o f  th e  
A u th o r i ty  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  p a ra g ra p h  4 o f  S c h e d u le  2 t o  th e  
W ater A c t ,  1973 a s  amended by th e  F is h e r y  L im its  A c t 1976.
8. FISHERIES IN THE OWNERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY -  
DEVELOPMENT OF COARSE ANGLING ON THE AUTHORITY'S HALTON 
FISHERY, RIVER LUNE -  PROGRESS REPORT
The C om m ittee r e c e iv e d  a  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  on th e  
d e v e lo p m en t o f  c o a r s e  a n g lin g  on  th e  A u th o r i t y ' s  H a lto n  
F i s h e r y .
Members w ere  in fo rm e d  t h a t  d e t a i l s  o f  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p ­
m en ts  w ould  be  r e p o r t e d  to  a f u t u r e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee .
9 . EROSION
C o n s id e r a t io n  was g iv e n  to  a  r e p o r t  w h ich  o u t l i n e d  th e  
c a u s e s  o f  e r o s i o n ,  th e  s c a l e  o f  th e  p ro b le m  and  p o s s ib l e  
r e m e d ia l  o r  p r e v e n t a t i v e  a c t i o n  w h ich  m ig h t b e  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  
a l l e v i a t e  th e  p ro b le m .
RESOLVED:
T h a t a  Sub-C om m ittee be  fo rm ed  to  d i s c u s s  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  s e r i o u s  e f f e c t  o f  e r o s io n  on 
th e  lo w e r  Lune i n  so  f a r  a s  f i s h e r i e s  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  and  t o  r e p o r t  t o  th e  
C om m ittee i n  due c o u rs e  w i th  c o n c lu s io n s  and 
reco m m e n d a tio n s .
10 . REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  r e p o r t  on  f i s h e r i e s  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  s in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee .
In  r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a p p a r e n t  in a c c u r a c i e s  
i n  t h e  r e a d in g s  o f  th e  f i s h  c o u n te r  a t  F o rg e  W eir (p a ra g ra p h  4 
o f  th e  r e p o r t ) , t h e  C om m ittee w ere  in fo rm e d  t h a t  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
th e  c o u n te r  now a p p e a re d  t o  b e  f u n c t io n in g  c o r r e c t l y  b u t  t h a t  
v i s u a l  c h eck s  w ere  due to  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t ;
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t  b e  r e c e iv e d  and a p p ro v e d .
11. V ISIT  TO HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
The C hairm an  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  C om m ittee th a n k e d  th e  o f f i c e r s  
in v o lv e d  i n  t h e  a rra n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e  v i s i t  o f  th e  C om m ittee to  
t h e  h a tc h e r y  a t  Holm w rangle on  th e  m orn ing  p r i o r  to  th e  m e e tin g , 
f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  The C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  th e  v i s i t  h a d  p ro v e d  
b o th  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  in f o r m a t iv e .
a
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH OCTOBER, 1977
P r e s e n t :  J .  S. B a i le y ,  Esq
F . B u rg e s s , E sq .
F . E g e r to n , E sq .
P. W. J e n n in g s ,  Esq 
R, N ew ton, Esq.
D r. M. Pugh Thomas
Dr. A. G. Kennedy Young A. R o ss , Esq
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED;
T h a t  Mr. P . W. J e n n in g s  b e  a p p o in te d  C hairm an 
o f  th e  M ersey and W eaver F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee f o r  th e  e n s u in g  y e a r .
(P. W. JENNINGS, ESQ, CHAIRMAN)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. A. J o n e s  and Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l .
3 . INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBERS
The C hairm an welcomed D r. A. G. Kennedy Young and 
Dr. M. Pugh Thomas t o  t h i s ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee .
4 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u tes  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee , h e ld  on 7 th  A p r i l ,  1977, be  
ap p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an ,
RESOLVED:
T h a t  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  M inu te  No. 23 -  
7 th  A p r i l ,  1977 , a  l i s t  o f  t h e  nam es, a d d r e s s e s  
and te le p h o n e  num bers o f  W ater B a i l i f f s  b e  f o r ­
w arded  t o  a l l  members o f  th e  C om m ittee.
5 . BAILIFFING STAFF
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
F o llo w in g  e n q u i r i e s  by  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
C om m ittee , t h a t  Com m ittee on 1 8 th  J u l y ,  1977 , had  c o n firm e d  
th e  a p p o in tm e n t t o  t h i s  C om m ittee o f  D r. M. Pugh Thomas t o  
s u c c e e d  D r. J .  W. J o n e s  and  D r. A. G. Kennedy Young t o  su c c e e d  
Mr. T. L. M cL oughlin .
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  a  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  by a  W orking 
P a r ty  o f  o f f i c e r s  s e t  up t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  be tw een  f i s h e r i e s  incom e and e x p e n d i tu re  and make recom ­
m e n d a tio n s  a s  to  f u t u r e  p o l i c y .
The r e p o r t  and recom m endations  had  been  d i s c u s s e d  by th e  
F in a n c e  and P e r s o n n e l  Sub-C om m ittee  on 1 3 th  S e p tem b e r, 1977, 
(M inute No. 63) who had a p p ro v ed  reco m m en d a tio n s  1 0 (a )  b u t  
had  i n  t u r n  recom mended t h a t  th e  p r o p o s a ls  c o n ta in e d  i n  recom ­
m en d a tio n  1 0 ( b ) ,  ( c ) , (d) and (e) be  s u b m it te d  t o  th e  R e g io n a l 
and  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees f o r  t h e i r  comments and 
o b s e r v a t io n s  b e f o r e  t a k in g  any f u r t h e r  d e c i s io n .  A f u l l  
d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  W orking P a r t y 's  recom m endations  to o k  p l a c e ,  
a f t e r  w hich  th e  C om m ittee
RECOMMENDED:
(1) T h a t recom m endation  1 0 (c ) be  n o t  a p p ro v ed  
and members be  a d v is e d  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib l e  o f  
th e  R e g io n a l C o m m itte e 's  d e c i s i o n  on t h i s  m a t te r ;
(2) T h a t recom m endation  10 (b ) b e  ap p ro v e d  w ith  
t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  ( i i ) ;
(3) I n  r e l a t i o n  to  recom m endation  10 (b ) ( i i ) :
T h a t  th e  ag e  a t  w h ich  a  c h i l d  m ust have a  l i c e n c e  
b e  r e t a i n e d  a t  14 y e a r s ;
(4) T h a t recom m endations  10(d) and 1 0 (e )  be  
a p p ro v e d .
DEVELOPMENT OF POTENTIAL FISHERIES
I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  l e t t e r  had  been  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  
N o rth  W est R e g io n a l C o u n c il  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A n g le rs  
r e g a r d in g  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  r e s e r v o i r s  and r i v e r s  w i th in  th e  
R eg ion  a s  p o t e n t i a l  f i s n e r i e s  and th e  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e  d e r iv e d  
from  su c h  d ev e lo p m en t b o th  t o  th e  p u b l i c  and t o  t h e  A u th o r i ty .
The R e c r e a t io n  Sub-C om m ittee  a r e  a c t i v e l y  engaged  i n  s tu d y ­
in g  th e  u s e  o f  r e s e r v o i r s  and t h e i r  g a th e r in g  g ro u n d s  f o r  r e c r e a ­
t i o n a l  p u rp o s e s  and  had  r e s o lv e d  a s  f o l l o w s : -
"(1) That the officers commence the preparation 
of reports on individual reservoirs, groups 
of reservoirs and associated gathering 
grounds;
(2) That these reports be considered by the 
Recreation Sub-Committee at special meetings;
(3) That members of the Recreation Sub-Committee 
accompanied by the appropriate membersof the 
Federation of North West Sports Associations 
should visit reservoirs where a recreational 
potential is established in order to agree 
the most appropriate form of recreation for 
a particular reservoir."
The Committee noted that the policy being pursued by the 
Authority in respect of reservoir use was generally in accord 
with the views of the Federation; Insofar as the development 
of potential river fisheries was concerned, the staff of the 
Rivers Division were continually reviewing the situation.
Whilst the Federation had understood that the increased in­
come would accrue to the fisheries account, members noted that 
it had been agreed nationally that water authorities should pre­
pare their accounts in a standardised form, wherein income 
arising from the development of fishing sites and the issue of 
fishing permits was credited to the Recreation and Amenity 
Service Account and therefore there would be no direct benefit to 
Fisheries Service account.
9. REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee 
and in particular referred to the very encouraging progress of 
the pilot scheme for breeding and rearing coarse fish, using a 
recirculatory warm water system.
10. OCEAN POOL, WINSFORD
The Manager of the Rivers Division undertook to investigate 
the current situation regarding the Ocean Pool, Winsford.
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
HfTH NOVEMBER , 1977 
MEMBERSHIP OF REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1. At the last meeting of the Committee on l8th July, 1977? 
the then Chairman, Mr. J.R.S. Watson, announced that he did
not intend to seek reappointment to the Authority at the expiration 
of his term of office on ,30th September, and that his membership of 
this Committee would therefore cease at that time.
2. Mr. T.A.F. Barnes was appointed to succeed Mr. Watson as 
fishery representative by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food with effect from 1st October, 1977 and at the meeting of 
the Authority on 10th October, 1977, was appointed to this Committee
3. The two further outstanding vacancies in membership have been 
filled by Mrs. D. Wilson, appointed by the Secretary of State and 
Mr. B. Downs, nominated to the Authority by the Greater Manchester 
County Council.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1 4 th  NOVEMBER 1977
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
L a s t  F e b ru a ry  t h e  P o l ic y  and R e s o u rc e s  Com m ittee w ere  
in fo rm e d  o f  th e  d i s a p p o in t in g  am ount o f  incom e r e c e iv e d  from  
th e  s a l e  o f  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e s  i n  1976 , t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e ra ­
t i o n  o f  th e  r e - s t r u c t u r e d  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .  I t  was 
d e c id e d  t o  s e e k  an i n te r im  in c r e a s e  i n  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  o f  30% 
t o  o p e r a te  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1978 , and  s e t  up a  w o rk in g  p a r t y  
o f  o f f i c e r s  t o  r e p o r t  on th e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  
incom e and  e x p e n d i tu re  on F i s h e r i e s  and make reco m m en d a tio n s  
a s  t o  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  A l l  A d v is o ry  C om m ittees Were 
in fo rm e d  o f  t h i s  d e c i s io n  a t  th e  M a rc h /A p r il  c y c le  o f  m e e t in g s .
R e p o r t  o f  W orking P a r ty
A f t e r  a  c r i t i c a l  e x a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  e x p e n d i tu re  c h a rg e d  
t o  F i s h e r i e s  A cco u n t, w h ich  i d e n t i f i e d  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  and  i te m s  
w here  econom ies m ig h t be made, t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n  was t h a t  
t h e  e x p e n d i tu r e  r e f l e c t e d  th e  s ta n d a r d  o f  s e r v i c e  p r o v id e d .
O nly by  d r a s t i c a l l y  c u t t i n g  th e  s ta n d a r d  o f  s e r v i c e  c o u ld  
e x p e n d i tu r e  be  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  re d u c e d . I t  was n o t  f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  w ould  be a c c e p ta b le  t o  th e  A u th o r i ty  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  s h o r t  
t im e  t h e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  S e r v ic e s  had  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  
R a th e r  th a n  a  c u t  i n  e x p e n d i tu re  i t  was recom m ended t h a t  a  c a s h  
l i m i t  be  im posed  on th e  f u tu r e  e x p e n d i tu r e  on F i s h e r i e s  A ccoun t 
b a s e d  on th e  £ 6 5 8 ,0 0 0  w ork ing  e x p e n se s  o f  th e  R iv e r s  D iv i s io n  
f o r  1977-78  p lu s  an a d ju s tm e n t  f o r  f u t u r e  i n f l a t i o n .  In  
a d d i t i o n ,  some a t te m p t  m ust be made t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  incom e.
I t  was c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  incom e m ig h t be  in c r e a s e d  by  
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  and  r e p r i c i n g  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e s  and  le v y in g  f i s h e r y  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i f  t h i s  p ro v e d  f e a s i b l e .
A f t e r  r e v ie w in g  th e  s t r u c t u r e  and o p e r a t io n  'o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l i c e n c e s  and t a k in g  a c c o u n t o f  t h e  comments r e c e iv e d  from  
l i c e n c e  d i s t r i b u t o r s  and  a n g le r s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  
by  o b j e c t o r s  t o  th e  p ro p o se d  30% i n c r e a s e ,  i t  was recom m ended 
t h a t : -
(a) The p r e s e n t  com bined s a lm o n /m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  l i c e n c e  be 
d i s c o n t in u e d  and  r e p la c e d  by a s e p a r a te  salm on l i c e n c e  
and  a  com bined m ig r a to r y /n o n - m ig r a to r y  t r o u t  l i c e n c e .
(b) C h i ld re n  o f  10 y e a r s  and o v e r  ( in s t e a d  o f  14 a t  p r e s e n t )  
s h o u ld  h o ld  l i c e n c e s .  
(c) Seven day  ro d  l i c e n c e s  s h o u ld  b e  f o r  14 d a y s  and th e  
d u ty  in c r e a s e d .
(d) A s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e s  sh o u ld  b e  in t r o d u c e d  t o  c o v e r  com­
m e r c ia l  e e l  f i s h i n g .
(e) The v a r io u s  l i c e n c e s  and p r i c e s  be a s  shown on A ppend ix  I .
I t  was n o t  p ro p o se d  t o  se e k  in c r e a s e s  in  th e  N e ts  and 
F ix e d  E n g in e  l i c e n c e s  a s  t h e s e  w ere s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in c r e a s e d  
a t  t h e  l a s t  re v ie w  and th e  a d d i t i o n a l  30% w ould  add  c o n s id e r ­
a b ly  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  u n i t  f i g u r e s  a s  shown on A ppendix  I I .
W ater a u t h o r i t i e s  may make a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  th e  M in i s te r  
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food f o r  an  O rd e r  a u th o r i s i n g  
them  t o  le v y  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  on th e  ow ners o f  th o s e  f i s h e r i e s  
w here p e r s o n ( s )  have  th e  s o le  and e x c lu s iv e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  
f i s h i n g .  In  o r d e r  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  have  t o  b e  i d e n t i ­
f i e d ,  a  y e a r l y  v a lu e  a s s e s s e d ,  in  a  m anner s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  
u sed  f o r  G e n e ra l  R a tin g  p u rp o s e s ,  and a  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  o r  r a t e  
in  th e  £ , i s  l e v i e d  up t o  th e  am ount s p e c i f i e d  i n  th e  M i n i s t e r 's  
O rd e r . A good d e a l  o f  work w i l l  b e  in v o lv e d  i n  s e t t i n g  up th e  
r e c o r d s  f o r  le v y in g  su ch  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and t h i s  i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  
m ain re a s o n  why o n ly  one a u t h o r i t y ,  th e  W elsh , i s  p ro p o s in g  t o  
e x te n d  th e  le v y in g  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e i r  a r e a .  
N e v e r th e le s s ,  i n  v iew  o f  th e  u r g e n t  need  t o  i n c r e a s e  f i s h e r i e s  
rev e n u e  from  w h a te v e r  s o u r c e , i t  was recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e  made i n t o  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  le v y in g  f i s h e r y  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .
The s e a r c h  f o r  an a c c e p ta b le  r a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  
incom e and e x p e n d i tu r e  i s  a  t o p i c  b e in g  d i s c u s s e d  by m ost w a te r  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  Some w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  e . g .  A n g lia  and Tham es, 
b o th  o f  w hich  have  l i t t l e  o r  no game f i s h i n g ,  i n te n d  t h e  f i s h e r y  
f u n c t io n  t o  b e  f in a n c e d  100% from  re v e n u e  from  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .  
O th e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  s e e k in g  a  lo w e r l e v e l  o f  incom e from  
l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  b u t  s e e k in g  to  c h a rg e  w h a t t h e  m a rk e t w i l l  b e a r .  
The p ro b le m  i s  to  f i n d  a  r a t i o n a l  b a s e  on w hich  t o  d e c id e  
p o l i c y .  One s u g g e s t io n ,  w hich  h a s  n o t  found  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
s u p p o r t , was p u t  fo rw a rd  by o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  N o rth u m b rian  
A u th o r i t y , t h a t  l i c e n c e  incom e s h o u ld  p ro v id e  o n ly  t h a t  incom e 
w hich  w ould  c o v e r  im provem ent t o  f i s h e r i e s ,  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  
e x p e n d i tu re  b e in g  deemed to  be  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  th e  g e n e r a l  com­
m u n ity  b e in g  m et by  th e  com m unity a t  l a r g e .  I t  was e s t im a te d  
t h a t  t h i s  w ould  r e s u l t  in  l i c e n c e  rev e n u e  p ro d u c in g  30-35% o f  
t o t a l  e x p e n d i tu r e  o f  t h a t  A u th o r i ty .  A n o th e r s u g g e s t io n  by 
S e v e rn -T re n t  i s  t h a t  l i c e n c e  incom e sh o u ld  m eet th e  d i r e c t  
c o s t s  o f  f i s h e r i e s  and th e  b a la n c e  be m et by th e  com m unity.
Both p r o p o s a l s  a r e  s u b je c t  t o  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  i d e n t i ­
fy in g  and a n a ly s in g  c o s t s  w hich  w ould r e s t ,  i n  th e  u l t i m a t e ,  
on s u b je c t iv e  ju d g em e n ts .
The w ork ing  p a r t y  recom mended a s  a  p r a c t i c a b l e  a l t e r n a ­
t i v e  t h a t  th e  lo n g - te rm  f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c y  sh o u ld  be b a s e d  on 
th e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  s h o u ld ,  a s  a  minimum, m eet 
th e  c o s t s  o f  l i c e n s i n g  and e n fo rc e m e n t. The A u th o r i ty  i s  
r e q u i r e d  by  S t a t u t e , u n le s s  e x c u se d  by th e  M in i s te r  a s  r e g a r d s  
f r e s h w a te r  f i s h ,  t o  r e g u l a t e  f i s h i n g  by means o f  a  l i c e n s i n g  
sy s te m . I t  i s  a b s u rd  t o  have  a  sy s te m  p f  l i c e n s i n g  w h ich  does 
n o t  p ay  f o r  i t s e l f .  The e f f e c t  o f  a p p ly in g  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  
t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  l i c e n s in g  and e n fo rc e m e n t, b a s e d  on t h e  c u r r e n t  
y e a r ' s  e s t i m a t e s ,  i s  £ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  o r  56% o f  th e  t o t a l  e s t im a te d  
c o s t  o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s  f u n c t io n  o f  £ 7 1 0 ,0 0 0 . I f  th e  30% in c r e a s e ,  
due t o  come i n t o  e f f e c t  from  1 s t  J a n u a ry ,  1978 , p ro d u c e s  
£ 1 8 0 ,0 0 0 , l i c e n c e  incom e w i l l  hav e  t o  i n c r e a s e  by a  f u r t h e r  
122% t o  a t t a i n  t h e  56% l e v e l .  I t  i s  s u g g e s te d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  
t h i s  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  be  p h a se d  i n  o v e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  s t a r t i n g  in  
J a n u a r y ,  1979.
9. It is to be noted that although the Authority has power
to fix all other charges with reference only to the Price 
Commission, fishing licence duties have to be approved by 
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. In addition 
the procedure is lengthy, e.g. this report is concerned with 
the implementation of new duties with effect from 1st January 
1979. If the proposals for phasing in the increases over 
three years are agreed,. as soon as the Minister's approval 
for Phase 1 is received, to immediate start on the procedure 
to implement Phase 2 would have to be made. In particular 
this lengthy procedure does not facilitiate increases pro­
posed to take account of inflation.
10. The report of the Working Party was submitted to the
Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee on 13th September, 1977, 
and contained the following recommendations.
(a) Expenditure on Fisheries Account be contained for the 
immediate future by imposing a cash limit on expendi­
ture, related to the £658,000 working expenses of the 
Rivers Division for 1977-78, plus an adjustment for 
future inflation.
(b) Restructuring and Repricing of Licence Duties:-
(i) The combined salmon and migratory trout licence
(c) Further investigation be made into the feasibility of 
levying fishery contributions throughout the region.
(d) Income from licence duties as a minimum, meet the costs 
of licensing and enforcement.
(e) The proposed policy be phased over three years starting 
on 1st January, 1979, and licence fees should be 
increased in the two years thereafter with a view to 
income from licensing being sufficient to meet the 
costs of licensing and enforcement as from 1st January, 
1981.
(f) If the above recommendations are approved, they be sent 
to the Regional and Local Fishery Advisory Committees 
for their comments and observations.
be discontinued and be replaced by a separate 
salmon licence and a combined migratory/non- 
migratory trout licence.
(ii) The age at which a child must have a licence
be reduced from the present 14 years to 10 years.
(iii) Seven day rod licences be for 14 days and the 
duty increased.
(iv) A scale of licences be introduced for commercial 
eel fishing.
(v) The various licences- and prices from 1st January, 
1979, be as shown in Appendix I.
The Sub-C om m ittee  recom mended a p p ro v a l  o f  1 0 (a )  b u t  
recom mended t h a t  a l l  t h e  p r o p o s a ls  i n  10 (b ) be  s u b m it te d  
to  th e  R e g io n a l and  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee f o r  comments 
an d  o b s e r v a t io n s  b e f o r e  t a k in g  any f u r t h e r  d e c i s io n .
A t t h e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on 1 7 th  O c to b e r , 1977 th e  
S o u th  an d  W est C um berland  C om m ittee f e l t  u n a b le  t o  comment 
on th e  W orking P a r t y 's  recom m endations u n t i l  members had  
c a r r i e d  o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w ith  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  C lubs and 
A s s o c ia t io n s .  C o n s e q u e n tly , a  S p e c ia l  M eeting  o f  t h a t  
C om m ittee was a r r a n g e d  f o r  9 th  Novem ber, 1977 , an d  any 
recom m endations  made a t  t h a t  m e e tin g  w i l l  b e  c i r c u l a t e d  a s  
so o n  a s  th e y  become a v a i l a b l e .
The reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th e  re m a in in g  l o c a l  C om m ittees 
a r e  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  M in u te s , b u t  f o r  th e  
c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  members a  summary o f  th e s e  recom m endations 
t o g e th e r  w i th  comments r e c e iv e d  from  th e  R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  
A s s o c ia t io n  and  th e  N o rth  W est, R e g io n a l C o u n c il  o f  th e  
N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A n g le rs  on th e  p r o p o s a ls  a r e  a t t a c h e d  
a s  A ppendix  I I I .
A l e t t e r  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  H onorary  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  M ersey and  W eaver A n g le r s ' C o n s u l ta t iv e  
A s s o c ia t io n  r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  th e  d i s c u s s io n  on  t h i s  t o p ic  
be p o s tp o n e d  p e n d in g  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  d i s c u s s in g  th e  m a t te r  
o n  2 6 th  N ovem ber, 1977 . The H onorary  S e c r e ta r y  h a s  b e e n  
in fo rm e d  t h a t  p o s tp o n e m e n t o f  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  
n o t  p o s s ib l e  b u t  t h a t  any o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  
w i l l  be  b r o u g h t  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .
S in c e  t h e  m a t t e r  was d i s c u s s e d  by  th e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees , 
t h e  M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food h av e  r e q u e s te d  
t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  a l s o  g iv e  c o n s id e r a t i o n  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  
o f  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s p e c i a l  c o n c e s s io n a ry  r a t e  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e s  to  
R e g i s te r e d  D is a b le d  A n g le rs .  The m a t te r  was p r e v io u s ly  
d i s c u s s e d  by  t h i s  C om m ittee on 1 9 th  J u l y ,  1976 (M inute No. 11) 
i n  r e s p o n s e  to  a  l e t t e r  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  N o rth  W est D is a b le d  
a n d  H and icapped  A n g le rs  A s s o c ia t io n .  A t t h a t  t im e  th e  
Com m ittee d e c id e d  t h a t  t h e  p ro b lem  m ig h t be  m et by th e  i s s u e  
o f  tem p o ra ry  l i c e n c e s  to  members o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n .  The 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  was a d v is e d  to  a p p ro a c h  th e  M anager 
o f  th e  R iv e r s  D iv is io n  f o r  th e  g r a n t in g  o f  te m p o ra ry  l i c e n c e s  
when r e q u i r e d .
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
APENDIX I
Kates from 
1st January 1976
Hates Increased by 3C$ 
wef. 1st January 1973
Proposed Structure and Hates 
we1, 1st January 1979
Sod and Line (whole area) £ p £ p £ p
     SALMON & MIGRATORY TROUT SALMON
L.^
Season 12.00 15-60 Season 16.00
Part Season to May y \ 6.00 7.80 Part Season to Kay 31 8.00
'* " from June 1 7-00 9 .00 " ” from June 1 11.00
Junior/CAP’s Juniors/OAP's
Season 5.00 6.50 Season 7.00
Part Season to May 31 2 .50 3 .25 Part Season to Hay 31 3.50
** ” from June 1 3.00 • 4.00 " " fron June 1 5.00
7 day Licences 2.00 2.60 1«- day Licences 4 .oo
NON MIGRATORY TROUT NON MIGRATORY TROUT
 Season 2.00 2.66 Season &.00
Season Junior/OAP 1.00 1 .25 Season Junior/OAP 2.00
7 day licence .50 .65 I 1* day licence 1.00
FRESH WATER FISH & EELS FRESHWATER FISH & SSLS
Season 1.00 1 .25 Season 2.00
Season Junios/OAP .50 .65 Season Junior/OAP 1.00
7 day licence .25 .35 14 day licence • 50
In former Mersey Sc Weaver Area 
Season
Season Junior/OAP
•50
.25
;65
•35
MIGRATORY & NON MIGRATORY TROUT 
Season
Season Junior/OAP 
I 1* day licence
COMMERCIAL EELS
Fixed Eel Traps
Eel or Fyke net3
Traps, Putcheons or Baskets
8.00 
if .00 
2.00
25.00 per trap p.a.
10.00 per net p.a.
5.00 per 25 (or part thereof) 
traps p.a.
■'Si
r  Estiaated Incone 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80
£150,000 £l80,000 £240,COO
APPENDIX II
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES
LICENCE DUTIES
Pre-1976 1.1.76 proposed1.1.78
£ £ £
Cumberland Area
Whole Area Drift Net 35.00 60.00 78.00
River Eden Draw Net 150.00 195.00
River Esk Draw Net 50.00 65.00
Whole Area Heave Net 6.50 13.00 16.90
River Eden Coop 90.00 117.00
River Derwent Coop 200.00 260.00
South West Cumberland Garth 65.00 100.00 130.00
Lancashire Area
River Ribble Drift Net 15.00 40.00 52.00
River Lune Drift Net 30.00 80.00 104.00
River Lune Draw Net 25.00 70.00 91.00
River Duddon Draw Net 20.00 55.00 71.50
River Lune Heave Net 15.00 30.00 39.00
River Kent Lave Net 15.00 30.00 39.00
River Leven Lave Net 15.00 25.00 32.50
APPENDIX III
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
Working Party recommendation 10(b)(i);
"The combined salmon and migratory trout licence 
be discontinued and be replaced by a separate 
salmon licence and a combined migratory/non-migratory 
trout licence".
Recommendation of Eden and District Committee;
Approved.
Recommendation of South Lancashire Committee;
Approved.
Recommendation of Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee;
Approved, subject to the proviso that with effect 
from 1st January, 1979, the part season salmon licence be 
discontinued and a full season salmon licence only, be made 
available at a cost of £16.
Recommendation of Mersey and Weaver Committee;
Approved.
Proposal of Ribble Fisheries Association;
The proposal to issue separate salmon and sea trout licences 
is welcomed PROVIDED THAT a salmon licence also covers sea 
trout, brown trout, etc.
Proposal of N.W. Regional Council, N.F.A.:
Support be given to the segregation of the salmon and 
migratory trout licence by a separate salmon licence, but the 
proposed increase from 1978 to 1979 will be a mere 40p, whilst 
the two part season licences will cost in 1978, £16.80 and 
the 1979 licences will be £19, an increase of £2.20 which is 
reasonable, but not against the 40p increase of the annual 
salmon licence.
Working Party recommendation 10(b)(ii);
"The age at which a child must have a licence 
be reduced from the present 14 years to 10 years".
Recommendation of Eden and District Committee;
Approved.
Recommendation of South Lancashire Committee:
Approved.
R ecom m endation o f  L une, Wyre and  F u rn e ss  C om m ittee;
A pproved .
R ecom m endation o f  M ersey and  W eaver C om m ittee ;
R e ta in  a t  14 y e a r s .
P r o p o s a l  o f  R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n ;
A greed  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  o f  10 y e a r s  and  o v e r  s h o u ld  h o ld  
a  l i c e n c e .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  50p i s  o n ly  a  to k e n  paym en t, 
and  t h a t  th e  h o ld in g  o f  a  l i c e n c e  w ould  h e lp  t o  f o s t e r  a 
s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and  v a lu e .
P r o p o s a l  o f  N.W. R e g io n a l C o u n c il ,  N .F .A .:
As young p e o p le  b e tw e en  th e  a g e s  o f  10 to  14 y e a r s  
h av e  no e a rn e d  incom e th e  s t r o n g e s t  o b j e c t io n  b e  made to  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  Age a t  w h ich  a  c h i l d  m u st h av e  a  l i c e n c e  
be  15 y e a r s .
W o r k in g  P a r t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  1 0 ( b )  ( i i i ) : 
" S e v e n  d a y  r o d  l i c e n c e s  b e  f o r  14  d a y s  a n d  
t h e  d u t y  i n c r e a s e d " .
R ecom m endation o f  Eden and  D i s t r i c t  C om m ittee;
A pproved .
R ecom m endation o f  S o u th  L a n c a s h i r e  C om m ittee ;
Seven  day ro d  l i c e n c e  b e  r e t a i n e d .
R ecom m endation o f  L une, Wyre and F u rn e ss  C om m ittee ;
Seven  day ro d  l i c e n c e  be d i s c o n t in u e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  a 
14 day  l i c e n c e  a t  a c o s t  o f  £4 ; and  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  a  new 
" tw o  day" l i c e n c e  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  £2 .
Recom m endation o f  M ersey and  W eaver C om m ittee:
A pproved .
P r o p o s a l  o f  R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n :
E x i s t i n g  se v e n  day l i c e n c e  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  f o u r t e e n  
day  and  s h o u ld  be  c o n tin u e d .
P r o p o s a l  o f  N.W. R e g io n a l C o u n c i l ,  N .F .A .:
V e rb a tim  e x t r a c t  from  l e t t e r  from  th e  H onorary  S e c r e ta r y
"We lo o k  upon t h i s  p r o p o s a l  a s  a  p u re  con  
t r i c k  to  e x t r a c t  m ore money from  v i s i t i n g  a n g l e r s " .
4 .  W o r k in g  P a r t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  1 0 ( b ) ( i v ) : 
"A  s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e s  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  
e e l  f i s h i n g " .
Recom m endation o f  Eden and  D i s t r i c t  C o m m ittee :
A pproved .
Recom m endation o f  S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  C om m ittee;
A pproved .
R ecom m endation o f  L une, Wyre and F u rn e ss  C om m ittee: 
A pproved.
Recom m endation o f  M ersey and  W eaver C om m ittee;
A pproved .
P r o p o s a l  o f  R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n :
A greed  t h a t  e e l  f i s h i n g  s h o u ld  r e q u i r e  a  l i c e n c e  
(com m ercia l f i s h i n g ) .
P r o p o s a l  o f  N.W. R e g io n a l C o u n c il ,  N .F .A .:
S hou ld  com m erc ia l f is h e rm e n  o b j e c t  to  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
th e y  w ould  be  g iv e n  th e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  C o u n c il .
5 .  W o r k in g  P a r t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  1 0 ( b ) ( v ) ; 
"T h e  v a r i o u s  l i c e n c e s  a n d  p r i c e s  f r o m  
1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 7 9 ,  b e  a s  s h o w n  i n  A p p e n d i x  I " .
Recom m endation o f  Eden and D i s t r i c t  C om m ittee:
A pproved .
R e s o lu t io n  o f  S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  C om m ittee:
N o ted , and  members su b m it t h e s e  p r o p o s a ls  to  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  A s s o c ia t io n s  f o r  comment an d  t h a t  any su c h  
comments be  s u b m it te d  d i r e c t  t o  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee on 1 4 th  Novem ber.
R ecom m endation o f  L une, Wyre and  F u rn e s s  C om m ittee;
A pproved .
R ecom m endation o f  M ersey and W eaver C om m ittee:
A pproved .
P r o p o s a l  o f  R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n :
F o r  r e a s o n s  g iv e n  l a t e r  (SEE RECOMMENDATION 1 0 (d) 
FOLLOWING), th e  A s s o c ia t io n  f e l t  u n a b le  t o  comment u s e f u l l y  
on  t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n .
4Proposal of N.W. Regional Council, N.F.A.:
Not able to support these increases as in their 
opinion many anglers would say the Authority do too little 
in the fight against pollution, also that the quality of the 
water in rivers, reservoirs and canals within the area has 
not been improved and that too much money spent on the 
administration side and the Authority's duty to maintain 
and improve fisheries had been ignored.
6. Working Party recommendation 10(c); 
"Further investigation be made into the feasibility 
of levying fishery contributions throughout the region".
Recommendation of Eden and District Committee:
Approved.
Recommendation of South Lancashire Committee:
Anything of this nature should be opposed.
Resolution of Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee:
That as the Committee are unable to agree at this stage 
to the levying of fishery contributions throughout the 
region, the outcome of further investigations into the 
feasibility of such levy being made be awaited before placing 
on record their final recommendations.
Recommendation of Mersey and Weaver Committee:
That recommendation 10(c) be not approved and members 
be advised as soon as possible of the Regional Committees 
decision on this matter.
Proposal of Ribble Fisheries Association:
The imposition of a levy would be opposed by the 
Association as it was felt that this would be the wrong 
way to raise more revenue. If the present system of rating 
continued it would merely be a "double rating" of fisheries.
The Association felt very strongly that the present system 
of Local Authorities levying a Rate on fishery interests 
was most unsatisfactory and that any "tax" on fisheries 
should go back as fishery revenue.
Proposal of N.W. Regional Council, N.F.A.:
In his letter the Honorary Secretary quoted from 
paragraph 32 of the Government White Paper, Department of 
the Environment, entitled "Sport and Recreation" Command 6200; - 
"Concern has been expressed recently at the effect on 
voluntary clubs of substantial increases in rates over the 
last two years. It has been suggested that where voluntary 
clubs are making their facilities available for use by other 
members of the community and thus reducing or eliminating 
the need for public provision of facilities, relief of fifty
5per cent of more would be justified. This is a matter 
which the Government think it right to leave to the 
judgement of rating authorities in the exercise of their 
statutory discretion".
In view of the above the Council felt that it would 
be ludicrous to introduce a second tier of rating on 
fisheries owned or rented by angling clubs who are 
"non profit taking bodies, whose members pay rates to the 
Local Council, taxes to the Government, VAT on water rates, 
licence duties to the Water Authority, club fees and many 
other hidden contributions, whilst an anglers only 
requirements are reasonable access, a place to put his seat 
basket and a quality of water in which fish can thrive.
7. Working Party Recommendation 10(d): 
"Income from licence duties as a minimum, meet 
to costs of licensing and enforcement".
Recommendation of Eden and District Committee;
Approved.
Recommendation of South Lancashire Committee;
The Committee felt unable to disassociate Working 
Party recommendations 10(d) and 10(e) and recommended;
That it would be inequitable to appertain 
the whole cost of enforcement against fishery 
revenue on the basis that the Authority has a 
statutory duty to enforce its byelaws and the 
provisions of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act, which are not necessarily part of its duties 
in relation to the maintenance, improvement and 
development of fisheries.
Recommendation of Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee;
The Committee felt unable to disassociate Working Party 
recommendations 10(d) and 10(e) and recommended:
Although the Committee are prepared to accept 
the principle that licence fees be increased with 
effect from 1st January, 1979, proposals for 
further annual increases in the cost of licences 
be submitted for the appraisal and comments of 
the Local and Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committees before action to implement such proposals 
be carried out.
Recommendation of Mersey and Weaver Committee;
Approved.
Proposal of Ribble Fisheries Association:
Surprise expressed at the figure of 400,000 as the 
estimated cost of licensing and enforcement and the
6Association found it difficult to form a balanced opinion 
of the 'breakdown' figures.
It was felt that the basic principle that fisheries 
should pay the whole cost of enforcement was wrong and 
that much of the bailiffs work involved other duties than 
enforcement. It was felt that enforcement was a statutory 
liability of the Authority and was for practical purposes 
a form of policing. Consequently the principle that fishery 
revenue should pay the full cost of enforcement was not 
accepted. Although the difficulties of and the reasons 
for raising additional revenue were appreciated and accepted, 
it was felt that it would be a mistake to base the financial 
policy on a principle which was open to question.
For these reasons, the Association felt that at least 
part of the charges attributable to enforcement should be 
met from other sources.
Proposal of N.W. Regional Council, N.F.A.:
The Councils view was that if this recommendation be 
accepted as an exercise in the conservation of fish life they 
would support it. If not, why have a El licence that costs 
£2 to collect.
8. Working Party recommendation 10(e);
"The proposed policy be phased over three years 
starting on 1st January, 1979, and' licence fees should 
be increased in the two years thereafter with a view to 
income from licensing being sufficient to meet the 
costs of licensing and enforcement as from 1st January, 1981.
Recommendation of Eden and District Committee;
Approved.
Recommendation of South Lancashire Committee:
Summarised under paragraph 7 (South Lancs).
Recommendation of Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee:
Summarised under paragraph 7 (Lune and Wyre).
Recommendation of Mersey and Weaver Committee:
Approved.
Proposal of Ribble Fisheries Association:
Summarised under paragraph 7 (Ribble Fisheries):
In addition, with regard to the relationship between 
fisheries and expenditure, the Association felt that the 
figure must vary widely according to areas and the special 
problems of those areas. They felt that fisheries were an 
important asset and a public amenity and that if due to
7special problems peculiar to a certain Authority area, 
the Authority had to incur substantial shortfalls in 
order to carry out its statutory duties in relation to 
 fisheries, that shortfall should be made up from other 
sources. Other areas such as Anglia and Thames do not have 
the problems of this area and their policy which is suited 
to their own circumstances, should not be regarded as appro­
priate to the North West.
Proposal of N.W. Regional Council, N.F.A.:
Unable to support this proposal for phasing a three year 
period. Consider that if and when licence fees are discussed 
with a view to increases being made, they should be consulted 
before not after the event, in order that they might assess 
the position in the light of prevailing circumstances.
In addition to the specific recommendations and proposals 
listed above, the following additional recommendations and proposals 
have been put forward by the Local Committees, the Ribble Fisheries 
association and the N.W. Regional Council of the N.F.A. on this 
matter:
(j,) Working Party Recommendation 10(b) (v) :
"The various licences and prices from 1st January, 1979, 
be as shown in Appendix I".
The Eden and District and the Lune, Wyre and Furness Committees both 
recommended:
"That the proposed increases in licence duties for 
rods be applied similarly to nets and fixed engines".
The Ribble Fisheries Association letter stated.
"Strong objections were made to the suggestion that 
nets and fixed engine licences should not be increased.
Considering the commercial value of salmon today, it was 
felt that some of the charges were derisory. It also 
pointed out that the cost of licensing and enforcement also 
applied to nets and that it would be unfair to expect sport 
fisheries to subsidise the nets in this respect.
(ii) Working Party Recommendation 10(d) and (e):
(d) "Income from licence duties as a minimum, 
meet the costs of licensing and enforcement".
(e) The proposed policy be phased over three years 
starting on 1st January, 1979, and licence fees 
should be increased in the two years thereafter 
with a view to income from licensing being 
sufficient to meet the costs of licensing and 
enforcement as from 1st January, 1981.
The Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee recommended:
"That as the Authority has a statutory duty under section 28 of the 
Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, to (inter alia) maintain
8fisheries which must include action to prevent or restrict poaching 
activities (which is in itself a criminal offence), the Committee 
considers there is therefore a case for Local Authorities making a 
contribution towards the cost of work to meet this commitment in the 
same way as the cost of the Police Force is met in part from Local 
Authority funds. An approach be made therefore in the appropriate quarters."
(iii) The South Lancashire Committee made the following 
recommendation in relation to Mitton Fisheries;
"That in an attempt to make Mitton Fisheries
commercially viable so that the cost of
bailiffing in that specific area can be
covered by income, the price of day tickets be reviewed,"
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
14TH NOVEMBER 1977
WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS 
OPENING OF PUBLIC DAY TICKET FISHERY
As the last m e e tin g  (M inute No. 1 3 ) , t h e  C om m ittee w ere 
in fo rm e d  t h a t  t h e  W o rth in g to n  R e s e rv o i r s  w ere  e x p e c te d  t o  be 
opened  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  a c o a r s e  f i s h e r y  i n  O c to b e r , 1977.
2 . A lth o u g h  th e  r e s e r v o i r s  w ere s to c k e d  w ith  c o a r s e  f i s h  p a id  
f o r  o u t  o f  R e c r e a t io n  and A m enity c a p i t a l  f u n d s ,  when a rra n g e m e n ts  
f o r  o p e r a t in g  th e  f i s h e r y  w ere b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  
o f  u s in g  m aggots and  c a s t e r s  -  th e  s ta n d a r d  c o a r s e  f i s h i n g  b a i t s  -  
was c a l l e d  i n  q u e s t io n  from  th e  p o i n t  o f  v iew  o f  p o t a b l e  w a te r  
q u a l i t y ,  a l th o u g h  th e s e  b a i t s  h a d  been  r e g u l a r l y  u se d  i n  th e  tim e  
o f  th e  fo rm e r  M a k e r f ie ld  W ater B o a rd , lo o s e  f e e d in g  w i th  b o th ,  a l s o  
b e in g  p e r m i t t e d .
3 . On c o n s id e r a t io n  by  th e  W ater M anagement C om m ittee (M inute 
No. 5 ( 1 ) ,  2 5 th  J u l y ,  1977) i t  was r e s o lv e d :
" T h a t b e c a u s e  o f  th e  p o s s ib l e  d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  
on w a te r  q u a l i t y ,  th e  u se  o f  g r o u n d b a i t  a t  
W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r  b e  p r o h i b i t e d ,  b u t  a s  an  
e x c e p t io n  to  t h i s  r u l e ,  th e  u se  o f  s m a l l  num bers 
o f  m aggots f o r  lo o s e  f e e d in g \b e  p e r m i t t e d  on 
m atch  days o n ly ,  s u b j e c t  to  t h i s  e x c e p t io n  b e in g  
k e p t  u n d e r  c o n s ta n t  re v ie w . No r e s t r i c t i o n  be 
made a s  t o  th e  ty p e  o f  b a i t  u se d  on th e  h o o k , 
s u b j e c t  to  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
f i s h e r y  b y e la w s ."
T hus, p l e a s u r e  a n g le r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  lo o s e
f e e d .
4 . In  J u l y ,  1977 , s p e c i a l  tem p o ra ry  p e r m i ts  w ere  i s s u e d  to  
a  l i m i t e d  num ber o f  l o c a l  a n g le r s  w i th  a  v iew  t o  o b t a in in g ,  
some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  o f  th e  f i s h e r y ,  th e  im p a c t 
upon i t  o f  th e  s to c k in g  w h ich  was c a r r i e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  and
th e  k in d  o f  c a tc h e s  w h ich  a n g le r s  m ig h t r e a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t  to  
o b t a in  p r i o r  t o  th e  p ro p o se d  o p e n in g  t o  th e  p u b l i c  f o r  a n g l in g  
in  O c to b e r . As v e ry  l i t t l e  u se  was made o f  t h e s e  p e r m i t s ,  a 
team  o f  a n g le r s  was r e c r u i t e d  from  th e  s t a f f  o f  C e n t r a l  
D iv is io n  f o r  th e  same p u rp o s e .  As m ig h t be  e x p e c te d ,  r e s u l t s  
v a r i e d  c o n s id e r a b ly ,  b u t  some f i s h  w ere  c a u g h t ,  an d  s e v e r a l  
c a tc h e s  o f  b e tw een  101b and  40 lb  w ere m ade, in c lu d in g  t r o u t  o f  
up t o  4Js lb  from  W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r  i t s e l f .  (T h is  i s  th e  b o tto m  
r e s e r v o i r  o f  t h e  t h r e e ) .  C a tc h e s  a l s o  in c lu d e d  a  num ber o f  c a rp  
up t o  1*5l b ,  p e rc h  t o  o v e r  1 l b ,  one  b ream , an d  a  num ber o f  ro a c h  
up t o  th e  pound  m ark . W ith th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  r o a c h , a l l  th e s e  
f i s h  w ere  from  s to c k s  in t r o d u c e d .  B read  p ro v e d  t o  b e  an  e f f e c t i v e  
b a i t  f o r  a l l  f i s h  c a u g h t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r o u t .  Many t r o u t  c a u g h t
2were of good size (2 lb - 3 lb).
5. One point made very clear by this experimental fishing
is that a small bag limit will have to be imposed - and strictly 
enforced - where trout are concerned, and, in all probability, 
quite frequent stocking with these fish will be necessary, if 
adequate stocks are to be maintained for anglers.
6. While regulations to control fishing are considered essential it is 
felt that they should be as few and simple as possible. Consequently 
and bearing in mind the resolution of the Water Management Committee 
detailed in paragraph 3, the regulations set out in the appendix to 
this report were formulated and now apply in relation to this fishery. 
They should, however be regarded as being open to amendment in the 
light of experience.
7. It is proposed that the Committee deal with Minute No. ,5
of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee when considering this 
item.
A p p en d ix
FISHING REGULATIONS
A ll  N o r th  V e s t  W a te r A u th o r i t y  F i s h e r y  B ye law s w i l l  a p p ly  a n d  
a n g l in g  m u st b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  s p o r t s m a n l ik e  m a n n e r .
T h e re  a r e  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  t h e  ty p e  o f  b a i t  u s e d  on  t h e  ho o k , 
s u b je c t  t o  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  b y e la w s .
L oose f e e d in g  i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d .  H ow ever, a n g l e r s  f i s h i n g  i n  
o r g a n i s e d  m a tc h e s  on  A r le y  R e s e r v o i r  may u s e  a  s m a l l  num ber o f  
m aggo ts  f o r  l o o s e  f e e d in g .
A n g le rs  m u st n o t  d e p o s i t  e x c e s s  o r  u n w an ted  b a i t s  i n  t h e  r e s e r ­
v o i r s .
The num ber an d  s i z e  o f  a l l  t r o u t  c a u g h t  m u st b e  r e c o r d e d  (o n  t h e  
r e v e r s e  o f  th e  t i c k e t )  an d  c o m p le te d  r e c o r d s  d e p o s i t e d  a t  t h e  
W ardens h u t  on  l e a v i n g .
Any t r o u t  c a u g h t  "between 1 s t  O c to b e r  an d  1 4 th  M arch  ( i n c l u s i v e )  
MUST b e  im m e d ia te ly  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  w a te r  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  i n  
a  m o rib u n d  s ta , t e  on  l a n d in g ;  su c h  f i s h  s h o u ld  b e  h a n d e d  to  th e  
W arden.
I f  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d is e n g a g e  t h e  hook  t h e  l i n e  s h o u ld  b e  
c u t  a s  c lo s e  t o  t h e  hook  a s  p o s s i b l e  an d  t h e  f i s h  r e t u r n e d  to  
th e  w a te r .
The u s e  o f  k e e p  n e t s  (minimum l e n g t h  6 f t )  i s  p e r m i t t e d  w i th  
th e  e x c e p t io n  t h a t  no t r o u t  s h a l l  b e  p la c e d  i n  k e e p  n e t s .
’S p in n in g '  i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d .
The f i s h e r y  w i l l  b e  open  from  dawn u n t i l  h a l f  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  sun ­
s e t .
C o n v e n ie n ce s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on e a c h  s id e  o f  W o r th in g to n  R e s e r v o i r .  
No r u b b i s h  o r  d e t r i m e n ta l  s u b s ta n c e  s h a l l  b e  th ro w n  i n t o  t h e  
w a te r  a n d  no l i t t e r  m ust b e  l e f t  on  t h e  s i t e .  To p r e v e n t  d a n g e r  
t o  w i l d l i f e  n y lo n  w a s te  m ust n o t  b e  d i s c a r d e d .
Any p e r s o n  c o n t r a v e n in g  th e  above  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  f o r f e i t  h i s  
t i c k e t  t o  t h e  A u th o r i t y ,  and  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  le a v e  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  p r o p e r t y  im m e d ia te ly . The A u th o r i t y  r e s e r v e s  t h e  
' r i g h t  to  r e f u s e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  f u r t h e r  t i c k e t s  t o  s u c h  p e r s o n s .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
14TH NOVEMBER 1977
CASTLE CARROCK RESERVOIR - 
POSSIBLE ACCESS OF PUBLIC FOR ANGLING
At the meeting held on 31st October, 1977, (Minute No.13) 
the Recreation Sub-Committee to whom this matter was referred 
by the Regional Committee,
RESOLVED:
That the resolutions of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee be noted and that an assessment 
of the possible use of Castle Carrock Reservoir for 
public angling be carried out as soon as practicable.
